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DATA MAPPING TO SAVE MOMS’
LIVES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 4, 2022

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, as
many of you know, the United States is one of
the only developed nations in the world where
the maternal mortality rate continues to rise
every year. The rate of mortality is especially
higher in minority populations and rural com-
munities—those who most often sit on the
wrong side of the digital divide. This women’s
health crisis has had a particularly disparate
impact on the African American community.
African American women are three times more
likely to die during pregnancy and childbirth
than their counterparts. Physicians and sci-
entists continue to study the cause of these
high numbers, citing lack of access to re-
sources as one of many reasons the maternal
mortality rate continues to rise. These re-
sources include, but are not limited, to
broadband access.

My bill, the Data Mapping to Save Moms’
Lives Act, focuses on overlaying broadband
connectivity data held by the FCC with health
information held by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Armed with this infor-
mation, policymakers will be able to target
connectivity resources where telehealth may
be able to assist medical professionals re-
motely monitor the health of pregnant women.
We must act to address this crisis and my bill
will give us the needed information to target
our interventions.

| urge my colleagues to help protect our Na-
tion’s mothers and vote yes on H.R. 1218, the
Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act.

GIRLS OF STEEL
HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2022

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend the
Girls of Steel robotics team for qualifying for
the eleventh time to attend the FIRST World
Championship competition by winning the Re-
gional Engineering Inspiration award at the
Greater Pittsburgh Regional, held at California
University of Pennsylvania in California, Penn-
sylvania, between March 17th and 19th, 2022.

| also want to commend the Girls of Steel
for winning the Regional Chairman’s Award at
the Buckeye Regional held at Cleveland State
University in Cleveland, Ohio, between March
24 and 26, 2022. The Regional Chairman’s
Award is the most prestigious award at FIRST.
It honors the team that best represents a
model for other teams to emulate and best
embodies the purpose and goals of FIRST.

The students are proud that their awards
qualify them to attend the 2022 FIRST World
Championship in Houston, Texas. | think that
the remarkable accomplishment of continu-
ously making it to the Championship speaks
volumes about the dedication these young
women have in pursuing “STEM”—Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math—careers,
their ability to sustain their team, and the thou-
sands of hours they have spent collectively
doing outreach in the community. The Girls of
Steel are often referred to as the hometown
favorite robotics group and continue to be fea-
tured in videos, print media, and blog posts.

FIRST, which stands for “For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and Technology,”
is an organization dedicated to engaging our
students in STEM fields. Hundreds of thou-
sands of students gain practical, team-based
engineering experiences through FIRST every
year.

As a founder and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Robotics Caucus, | believe competitions
like these are incredible tools for helping our
young people to explore potential careers in
STEM. I've witnessed firsthand the incredible
economic growth and development that these
fields can bring to my home district, and |
strongly believe that these fields are crucial to
our nation’s future prosperity. For encouraging
young people in these pursuits, | want to com-
mend organizations like FIRST for their impor-
tant work. The FIRST Robotics Competition al-
lows students to apply creativity and critical
thinking in the demanding and competitive
field of robotics, all while instiling a strong
sense of pride in participants.

Fifty-three young women from 8th through
12th grade associated with schools located in
and around the Pittsburgh area represent this
year's Girls of Steel program, and in recogni-
tion of their hard work, intelligence, and team-
work, | would like to mention each of these in-
spiring young people by name. They are Ciara
Anderson, Ariella Avigad, Somdatta Basu,
Justine Bennett, Aashi Bhatt, Megan Cassady,
Elise Chu, Diya Cowlagi, Nina Cranor, Eliza-
beth Crookston, Maggie Davis, Maeve Dever,
Mikaela Dassanaike-Perera, Natalie Ficca, Al-
exandra George, Susanna Getty, Anuva
Ghosalkar, Teodora Gildengers, Grace Goslin,
Samhita Gudapati, Katherine Hu, Rayna
Huang, Amanda Hulver, Amy Jin, Janise Kim,
Jessie Lee, Harshitha Lingam, Kameron Locy,
Elizabeth Maier, Mia Maurizio, Lauren Mi-
chaels, Ava Miller, Sreyashi Mondal, Aria

Narasimhan, Madeleine Ng, Swathi
Padmanabhan, Dustana Roberts, Gray
Scherer, Lucia Samaras, Mahika Shetty, So-
phia Shetty, Rishika Somireddy, Aditi

Srivastava, Tara Staresinic, Kelly Tai, Aditri
Thakur, Justina Wang, Ashley Wei, Gloria
Wen, Hannah Yang, Mary Zagrocki, Kexin
Zhao, and Audrey Zheng.

Additionally, 1 want to convey my sincere
appreciation to the faculty and staff of Car-
negie Mellon University’s Field Robotics Cen-
ter, who have mentored the Girls of Steel
since 2010. Because of their efforts, more
young women experience real-world techno-

logical challenges and learn from some of the
nation’s best at solving these problems. These
experiences will certainly benefit these young
women in the future.

The Girls of Steel will compete in the FIRST
Chamepionship in Houston, Texas, at the end
of April—one of the largest competitions of its
kind. It's essentially the Super Bowl of Smarts.
They will compete against top teams from all
over the world.

| congratulate the Girls of Steel and wish
them all continued success in their academic
and professional endeavors.

DR. ROBERT McCRORY

HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2022

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Dr. Robert McCrory for his admirable
commitment to revitalizing the legendary Tater
Day Festival in Benton, Kentucky.

Today this annual tradition in Marshall
County will commence, bringing the commu-
nity together for a weekend of fun, entertain-
ment, and competition.

Originally started in 1843 when farmers
came to town to trade sweet potatoes, this
event was unfortunately lagging by the 1960s.
Dr. McCrory didn’t like that—and nor did he
accept it.

A longtime community leader and a charter
member of the local Kiwanis Club, he took a
lead role in returning this event to its prior leg-
endary status.

As head of a committee formed to do just
that—Dr. McCrory revitalized Tater Day in a
major way. Now, this historic event features
sizable crowds that descend on Benton every
year for a parade, contests, and tasty potato
treats.

Without Dr. McCrory’s leadership, this proud
local tradition would not be what it is today.
Because of that, | express my sincere thanks
to him as Marshall County and West Ken-
tucky’s representative in Washington.

————

TRIBUTE TO ANA J. KORDOVICH
GALOVSKI

HON. JOSEPH D. MORELLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2022

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, | would
like to pay tribute to Ana J. Kordovich
Galovski, who passed away earlier this year
following a battle with Alzheimer’s disease.

Ana was born in Bukov, Macedonia and im-
migrated to the United States in 1951, where
she was able to meet her father for the first
time at the age of 12. She attended West High
School here in Rochester and graduated as a
member of the Class of 1957.
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